
Diss Museum’s Basil Abbott 
was the speaker for the Annual 
General Meeting. 

His powerpoint presentation 
began with the wartime back-
ground to the airship story. 

Kipling and Churchill showed 
the poles of thought about 
dirigibles, one in favour, the 
other against. 

The characters and dramas of 

the voyage were featured. 

While the crew were feted in 
New York, there was still 
unease about the city’s vul-
nerability -  a creepy premo-
nition of 9/11. 

Basil discussed the reasons 
(still unknown) why R34 
was instructed to return to 
Pulham rather than East For-
tune. 
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“Fantastic day for an AGM at Cardington. The Airlander on the airfield, a 
chance to meet up with old friends, a great meeting and terrific talk on the  
R34. Even airship beer! Following the meeting, our Patron, Baroness Smith 
unveiled the new information panel, which was funded by the AHT, in front 
of the R101 tomb. The memorial looking fantastic for all the work the Trust 
as put in over the last year as a mark of respect to those who lose their lives 
in the crash. “ 

 
 
 
 
 
Baroness Smith does 
the unveiling at  
Cardington on the 
occasion of the AHT 
AGM, described on 
their Facebook page 
(below). 

 
He also showed how he had 
interested museums in Frie-
drichshafen, Long Island, 
Tonder (Denmark) and 
Spitsbergen in a centenary 
commemoration. 
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(Above)  
The back label  

The T-Shirt Is Coming 

More Airship Stamps 

Even Airship Beer 
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The beer referred to on the 
Facebook page was from 
Buffy’s Brewery at 
Tivetshall St. Mary in Nor-
folk. 
They have supplied Diss 
Museum on several occa-
sions. 
Rights of Man Ale helped to 
celebrate Thomas Paine on 
his 2009 bi-centenary. 
Burston Strike Ale has also 
proved popular at the famous 
rally. 
At Cardington the whole 
crate was soon sold. 

 
 
 
By 2019 the last word in cool will be to sport the 
R34 t-shirt. 
Glasgow designer Jack Abbott has given a sneak 
preview of what he has in mind. 
His sketch shows the airship and its trajectory 
from East Fortune in Scotland across the Atlantic 
to Mineola, Long Island. 

 
 
From 1923 to 1934 the Italian 
Colony of Libya was split into 
two provinces, Tripolitania 
and Cyrenaica, with some of 
the stamps showing airships. 
 

Jack Abbott 



R34 in Verse by Wopsie Author 
The adventures of  R34 airship cat Wopsie will be 
published by Cherry MacDonald-Taylor for 2019. 
Here she turns her hand to a poem inspired by the 
voyage 
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Diss Museum recently had a call from 

Cranwell Air Heritage Museum at 

Sleaford in Lincolnshire. 

They had seen the website 

www.airships.me.uk and wondered if 

Diss could help with a World War 

One airship display. 

We were able to supply images from 

our ever-growing collection of old 

postcards, which will be credited to 

Diss Museum. 

We have also invited Cranwell to 

take part in the R34 celebrations in 

2019. 

Diss Museum 
A project to mark the centenary of the first 
double airborne Atlantic crossing (1919) 
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Organization 

www.airships.me.uk 

One of the great dreams of the project is to get 
an airship to come back to South Norfolk and 
East Fortune where it all began. 
In Norfolk we already have the interest and per-
mission for a landing at Thorpe Abbotts. 
The 100th Bomb Group Museum has all the nec-
essary visitor facilities and stretches of runway 
from the time it was an American World War 
Two airbase. 
The site is just a couple of fields away from 
where the Pulham Airship Station was.  
You could see the hangar from Thorpe Abbotts. 
Landowner Sir Rupert Mann has given his bless-
ing to the project. 
So all we need is an airship. 
Bringing one from Germany would be mighty 
expensive, as they would have to close down 
their operations over there and make sure they 
profited from coming over here. 

Which leaves the Airlander. 
At least one Friend of the Airlander 
was present at the Cardington AGM. 
He had already suggested a tie-in with 
the R34 centenary and promised to 
chase up the connection. 
With so many museums and groups 
around the world keen on the com-
memoration it would be wonderful to 
have the Airlander taking part. 


