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The R34 Adventure 
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The level, treeless Hempstead Plains made an ideal spot for an airfield. It was here 
that the R34 landed and Charles Lindbergh took off.  Flying at Roosevelt Field, as it 
was known, ceased in 1951. Five years later it had become an extensive shopping 
centre.  

The Cradle of 
Aviation  
Museum. 
It features a  
large R34 
model like the 
ones at East 
Fortune and 
Brooklands, 
loaned to Diss 
in 2014. 

The project took another 
step forward with a meeting 
between Basil Abbott and 
Josh the Curator of the  
Cradle of Aviation Museum. 
The wonderful collection 
and exhibitions testify to 30 
years’ work, energy and 
imagination on his part. 
Like colleagues in Germany 
and other parts of the world, 
he is keen to commemorate 
the R34 voyage, if we can all 
get things going together. 
Basil was given access to the 
museum’s files about the 
airship and allowed to take 
copies of the material. 
He also left examples of 
memorabilia that the  
museum shop might like to 
sell.  
He wryly noted that Diss 
Museum is smaller than the 
CAM’s shop. 
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From the very beginnings to the Space Age 

Now, Voyager 

Images from the Cradle of Aviation Museum 

Diss Museum Manager Basil 
Abbott’s travels have now 
taken him to Scotland,  

Brazil, Belgium, Germany 
and the USA. 

He hopes to take in Tonder 
in Denmark and Spitsbergen 
in the coming year.   
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She says the Bronx is up 
and the Battery down. 

Finally made it to Broadway 

Sit inside a replica of the 
Spirit of St Louis cockpit 

The museum has a 
hard-back copy of 

the R34 Log  



Airships in Fiction 
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Lucien Agniel.  
Zeppelin  
NY -- Paperback Library -
- 1971. Novelization of 
film of same title. 
 
Fenton Ash.  
By Airship to Ophir. 
London -- John F. Shaw -
- [19??] 
 
Ralph Henry Barbour. 
The Lost Dirigible. NY -- 
Appleton & Co.-- 1920 
 
Joseph Byly.  
Gospel Blimp 
Haverton, PA -- Wind-
ward Press -- 1960 
LCCN: 60-53018 
A preacher flies around 
spreading the news? Can 
someone describe this 
one? 
 
John Brosnan.  
War of the Sky  
Lords. London -- VGSF -- 
1990 (The Sky Lords tril-
ogy, vol.2) 
Reprint; originally pub-
lished - London:  
Gollancz; 1989 
 
Edgar Rice Bouroughs. 
Tarzan at the Earth's 
Core 
No. 13 in the Tarzan  
series features a trip to 
inner earth via an open-
ing in the north pole in a 
rigid airship that used a 
vacuum instead of a lift 
gas. 
 
Franklin W. Dixon.  
Castaways of the 
Stratosphere.  
New York -- Grosset & 
Dunlap -- 1935 
 
Rowan Partridge.  
ZRS 

ISBN 0-9639743-4-3 
Softcover .A rigid airship 
in WWII in the Pacific. 
 
Philip Jose Farmer.  
Adventure of the  
Peerless Peer. 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson visiting Tarzan 
via airship. 
 
Philip Jose Farmer. 
Greatheart 
The main character is a 
Zeppelin pilot and the fi-
nal story (of 3)can only be 
described as a Monty Py-
thon skit gone berserk on 
a Zeppelin. 
 
Philip Jose Farmer.  
Dark Design.  
Also in the third River-
world book, THE DARK 
DESIGN, most of the 
book deals with building a 
Zeppelin from the scarce 
materials they have. 
 
Ronald Florence.  
Zeppelin 
NY -- Arbor House -- 
1982 
A few years before WW2, 
an American airship cap-
tain commands the Graf 
Zeppelin from Rio to Ber-
lin and back again in a 
tale of adventure, in-
trigue, suspicion, ro-
mance, and excitement. 
Accurate era and techni-
cal descriptions form the 
backdrop to this gem of a 
novel. The best novel 
about Zeppelins I've read. 
Yo! Cameron, Spielberg -
- option this one! -- John 
 
Kipling, Rudyard. short 
stories:  
With the Night Mail / As 
Easy as A.B.C. 

William Le Queux.  
The Zeppelin Destroyer: 
Being some Chapters of 
Secret History. 
London -- Hodder & 
Stoughton -- 1916 
 
Hugh McAlister.  
The Flight of the Silver 
Ship: Around the World 
aboard a Giant  
Dirigible.  
Akron, Ohio -- Saalfield -- 
c1930 
 
Elsie McCutcheon.  
Summer of the Zeppelin 
London -- Puffin -- 1984 
Reprint; originally pub-
lished - London: Dent; 
1983. 
 
Michael Moorcock.  
The Warlord of the Air 
NY -- Daw Books -- 1971, 
1978. A world where the 
airship rules instead of 
the airplane. Fictionally 
purports to be a lost 
manuscript written in 
1903 by Mr. Moorcock's 
grandfather which he has 
published. 
 
Oppel, Kenneth.  
Airborne (airship trilogy) 
Firewing Productions -- 
2004, ISBN 0-06-053180-
0 
Oppel, Kenneth.  
Skybreaker (airship tril-
ogy) 
NY -- Eos -- 2006, 
0060532270 
 
Oppel, Kenneth.  
Starclimber  
(airship trilogy) 
NY -- HarperTeen -- 
2008, 0060850574 
 

Philip Pullman.  
The Golden  
Compass 
NY -- Alfred A. Knopf 
-- 1996. The story 
takes place in a  
parallel universe to 
ours in which the  
airship plays a  
significant role. 
Labeled a children's 
book, it is more than 
that. 
 
Gary Allen Ruse.  
A Game of Titans 
London -- Sphere -- 
1976, ISBN: 
0722175388 
A cold war story with 
a 25 million cf nuclear 
powered airship (Air 
Force, but Navy des-
ignation would be 
ZRV) 
 
Harry Turtledove & 
Richard Dreyfus.  
The Two Georges 
NY -- ? -- 1997 
Alternative history in 
which the U.S. lost 
the Revolutionary 
War and fleets of 
Zeppelins ply the sky 
on normal commer-
cial runs between 
Chicago and New 
York! 
 
H. G. Wells.  
The War in the Air, 
1907. A cataclysmic 
world war in which 
Germany attacks Brit-
ain and manages to 
send a fleet of air-
ships across the At-
lantic and capture 
New York nearly un-
impeded. 

John Dziadecki of Colorado has a website listing airships in  
fiction. We were able to add Outlaws of the Air by  

Frank H. Shaw, a Boys Own adventure featuring an airship. 
John’s list is reproduced here with his permission.  



Primary Business Address 

11 Market Hill 
Diss 

Norfolk IP22 4JZ 

Phone: 01379 650618 

 
E-mail: dissmuseum@lineone.net 

Website: www.dissmuseum.co.uk 

Scott Fitzgerald said it well 

See project website 

www.airships.me.uk 

 

Time was when this would have been a regular sight 
over Diss Church, being only a few miles from the  
Pulham Air Station. Crews and other personnel would 
have been attracted to Diss as one of the nearest towns. 
People would flock from there to Pulham when an  
airship was due, to earn some money by helping to haul 
it in. Commemorating something that is so utterly gone 
and almost forgotten is a major part of the heritage 
work of museums. 

Anyone who comes to New York must 
feel a sense of awe. Imagine the R34 
crew descending at Mineola, half way 
through the greatest adventure of their 
lives. Billy Ballantyne stowed away  
because of it. The last page of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby has some-
thing of that feeling. 
 
“Most of the big shore places were closed now 
and there were hardly any lights except the 
shadowy, moving glow of a ferryboat across the 
Sound. And as the moon rose higher the ines-
sential houses began to melt away until gradu-
ally I became aware of the old island here that 
flowered once for Dutch sailors' eyes-a fresh, 
green breast of the new world. Its vanished 
trees, the trees that had made way for Gatsby's 
house, had once pandered in whispers to the 
last and greatest of all human dreams; for a 
transitory enchanted moment man must have 
held his breath in the presence of this continent, 
compelled into an aesthetic contemplation he 
neither understood nor desired, face to face for 
the last time in history with something commen-
surate to his capacity for wonder.  

And as I sat there brooding on the old, un-
known world, I thought of Gatsby's wonder 
when he first picked out the green light at the 
end of Daisy's dock. He had come a long 
way to this blue lawn, and his dream must 
have seemed so close that he could hardly 
fail to grasp it. He did not know that it was 
already behind him, somewhere back in that 
vast obscurity beyond the city, where the 
dark fields of the republic rolled on under the 
night. 

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgas-
tic future that year by year recedes before us. 
It eluded us then, but that's no matter-to-
morrow we will run faster, stretch out our 
arms farther. . . . and one fine morning So we 
beat on, boats against the current, borne 
back ceaselessly into the past.” 


