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if it would be worth-
while financially.   
But the idea was not 
entirely discounted 
and could still happen. 
English and Scottish 
people would love the 
airship flights. 
The three meetings 
were very cordial and 
full of mutual enthusi-
asm . 

Meetings in Friedrichshafen 

On the Shores of Lake Constance 

The project took a major 
step forward with positive 
meetings in Friedrichshaven. 

Diss Museum manager 
Basil Abbott travelled 
there to discuss plans and 
take a Zeppelin ride. 
At the Zeppelin Museum 
he met Barbara Waibel 
and Jurgen Bleibler. 
Before taking to the skies 
at the airport he met  
Chief Executive Officer 
Thomas Brandt. 
All were keen to under-
take partnership work with 
other museums, espe-
cially in other countries. 
They liked the ideas of 
memorabilia, a musical 
work commissioned about 
the R34 flight, the partici-
pation of the Scottish in-
die-rock band Admiral 

Fallow and in-role 
speeches by General 
Maitland. 
Jurgen Bleibler gave 
Mr. Abbott a tour of 
the museum, including 
their re-creation of the 
interior of the Hinden-
burg. 
The museum is 
packed with fascinat-
ing material about the 
history of German air-
ships.  
One idea is to bring a 
Zeppelin to England 
for flights, although 
this would require sub-
stantial funding. 
Thomas Brandt said 
that another problem 
would be closing down 
their operation for 10 
days and taking it to 
England, not knowing 
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The shores of Lake Constance, the 
Bodenesee, are Zeppelin country. 
The World War One dirigibles were 
a familiar sight in the skies over Frie-
drichshafen.  Count Ferdinand Graf 
Von Zeppelin is still a local hero.. On 
a memorial it says his words: Man 
muss nur woollen und daran glauben 
dann wird es gelingen. You must just 
want and believe it will succeed. 

It could be a motto for this project. 

A project to 
commemorate 
the first double 
airborne crossing 
of the Atlantic in 
1919 

DISS MUSEUM 



Zeppelin Museum 

 

When you enter the museum, if 
you look up you see the belly of 
the Hindenburg. 

Part of it has been re-created 
to show just how plush and 
advanced it was compared to 
some of the earlier airships. 

It was as smart and comfortable 
as the Hilton Hotel would have 
been at that time. 

There was even a smoking 
room, a far cry from the R34. 
Its crew was only allowed 
chewing gum, which came in 
handy for repairs. But on the 
Hindenburg and the R101 cigars 
were smoked without danger.  

 

On the right you can see just 
how it was on the great airship, 
with a view of a cabin and 
bunks below. 

Below left is a display case with 
what was left of the vessel after 
the juddering explosions that 
ripped through it at Lakehurst. 

Having seen the newsreel foot-
age and the highly accurate re-
creation in the film The Hinden-
burg, it is surprising that even 
that much was left to salvage. 

There is a seat, uniforms and 
other bits and pieces. 

This is one of the most inter-
esting parts of the museum. 

 

 
Left, a picture of something that 
happened wherever there were 
airships. They were so vast that 
hundreds of people had to lend 
a hand to pull them in or out of 
the hangar. At Pulham in Nor-
folk local people would flock to 
the airship station whenever a 
dirigible was due. They were 
paid five shillings, a good wage 
in those days, to haul on the 
ropes and guide the giant ships 
back into the hangar. 

 

An image of Count Von Zeppe-
lin on the airship memorial 
overlooking Lake Constance. 

He gave his name to a whole 
culture, that is still part of the 
life of southern Germany. But 
he never intended the airships 
to be used in conflict. He would 
have been happier if he had 
lived to see the Hindenburg and 
the Graf Zeppelin making their 
many passenger flights across 
the Atlantic.  
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Boys Own Flights on Zeppelins 

The thrill of a lifetime, a Zeppelin 
flight over Friedrichshafen and Lake 
Constance.   info(at)zeppelin-museum.de  



To You America 
The R34 blazed the air-
borne trail to the USA, 
by completing the first 
double crossing from 
East Fortune in Scotland 
to Mineola, Long Island. 
So that is where we are 
bound next. 
Basil Abbott will be visit-
ing the Cradle of Avia-
tion Museum on Long 
Island in May. 
The Mineola airfield has 
long since been replaced 
by a shopping centre. 
But the museum still 
commemorates the 
great American history 
of flight. 

 

 

We get the occasional, “What has this got to do with Diss?” 

Well, we are the nearest accredited, general interest museum 
to the old Pulham airship station. 

We have won a string of awards for projects commemorating 
local history. 

We have celebrated Thetford’s Thomas Paine, Burnham 
Thorpe’s Lord Nelson, the Roydon Riots, the Burston Strike, 
and the airfields at Thorpe Abbotts, Horham and Knettishall. 

Nobody from those places objected. Thetford sent a grateful 
letter, saying that they were not going to do a thing about the 
Paine bi-centenary until they heard that Diss was.  

Both towns then put on great festivals, Diss winning local, re-
gional and national awards. We still have partnership links with 
Thetford because of it. 

Another project worthy of 
note is the development of 
a huge new airship. 
An online article describes 
it:  
“Longer than a soccer 
pitch and filled to the brim 
with helium, at 302 feet 
long, the Airlander 10 will 
be the world's biggest air-
craft. Part blimp, part 
plane, part helicopter, it 
was originally created by 
British design company 
Hybrid Air Vehicles (HAV) 
for military surveillance by 
the U.S. Army. “ 
Sounds exciting. The next 
few years will see airships in 
the news. 
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We went global when work-
ing with the Thomas Paine 
Society in the USA; and ended 
up with a Museums & Heri-
tage Award for Excellence, 
the Oscars of the museum 
world.  


