
As the R34 centenary is still six 
years away, we plan to use 
some of our extensive research 
when commemorating World 
War One. 

In 2014 there will be many 
events 100 years after the start 
of the conflict. 

Heritage Lottery Fund money is 
available  for educational pro-
jects for six years from 2013. So 
this could lead up to the R34 
celebration in 2019. 

We are planning a display in-
spired by the airships at Pulham. 

The problem is always a lack of 
artifacts.  

One way around this is to in-
clude models, not just the obvi-
ous Airfix type but some made 
by local craftsmen in original 
ways and styles. 

Pride of place will go to the 
‘maquette’ of Lyn 
Chadwick’s innovative sculp-
ture, on loan from the Tate. 
See the back page for the 
little known story of this 
highly original piece of work. 
 
David Whatley, who special-
ises in iron work, is intrigued 
by the structure of Zeppe-
lins, seen when their remains 
lay in English fields. 
 
We hope to persuade artists 
in various other media to 
take part. 
 
Local people have left 
memories of Zeppelin raids, 
while a 93 year old woman 
remembers being taken to 
see the R33 when she was 
five years old. 

Christmas came early for Diss 
Museum with its biggest funding 
success. 
South Norfolk District Council 
has granted £21,500 for repairs 
to The Shambles building in the 
Market Place. 
The museum had already raised 
over £16,000 with the help of 
Diss Town Council, the Survey-
ors Allotments Charity, events, 
a donation by the Friends, lega-
cies and other sources. 
The capital grant application to 

SNDC was put together by  
trustees chairman the Reverend 
Frank Howard and manager 
Basil Abbott. 
25 organisations had applied for 
the £100,000 available. 
10 of these were short-listed, 
with Mr. Howard putting the 
case for Diss Museum at a  
meeting at South Norfolk 
House. 
Gaining the full amount means 
that the museum can undertake 
major work on problems with 

damp, the roof, guttering, re-
decoration and repair of the 
marble frontage. 
This work will commence if 
permissions from the County 
Council and the Town Council 
and Listed Building Consent are 
obtained. 
The grant came just weeks after 
the award-winning museum 
gained Accreditation from the 
Arts Council. 

Zeppelins as depicted on the 
cover of the War Budget 

Airships in WW1 

Diss Museum Funding Success  
Just to show we can get it when needed 
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An advert for The 
Greys cigarettes,  

featuring the R34, in 
Punch in 1920. 

See 
www.disscommunity.net  
for the first edition  
of the newsletter 
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Airship production 
Russian-style, in the 

name of Lenin 

Diss Museum in The 
Shambles building in 

the Market Place 

We missed out on the R34 
model at Brooklands, as it 
had been promised to the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum. But 
we might be able to get it 
on loan. 
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Russia, America 

and various other 

countries have 

brought out 

airship stamps 

Airship Stamps 

General Maitland’s Log 

The Take-Off in Maitland’s Words 
Time, 1.23 a.m. (Greenwich 
mean time). 
Everything is now ready. The 
bugle sounds, and the han-
dling party commence walking 
the ship slowly out of the 
shed stern first. 
The wind is blowing from the 
north east, and the ship is 
facing S.W. as she is walked 
out. 
1.30 a.m. Ship is swung round 
facing into the wind as soon 
as her stern is clear of the 
wind screens. 
1.37 a.m. Ballasting up. Gas-
bags 99 per cent. full. 
1.39 a.m. Engines started up. 
1.42 a.m. At a signal from 

Scott, the bugle sounds the  
" Let go," the huge Airship 
slowly rises from the hands of 
the handling party, and is 
immediately swallowed up in 
the low-lying clouds at a 
height of 100 feet.  
Rousing cheers reach us 
through the clouds, and 
hearten us for the task we 
have in front of us. 
When flying at night, possibly 
on account of the darkness, 
there is always a feeling of 
utter loneliness directly one 
loses sight of the ground. 
We feel this loneliness very 
much to-night; possibly owing 
to the fact that we are bound 

for a totally unknown destina-
tion across the wide Atlantic. 
Such a feeling is only momen-
tary, however, and is soon 
dispelled by the immediate 
need for action.  

manuscript from him and passed it on 
to the press.  

Another detail that emerges from the 
American press coverage is that he 
almost missed the flight back. 

He was in New York and had to get a 
special car to rush him to the airfield. 

What was he up to? 

A version of General Maitland’s Log  
appeared in at least two New York 
newspapers the day after the R34 
landed. 

This suggests that it was arranged in 
advance and that he was probably paid 
well for it. As the surviving copy is in 
pencil, how did he manage to deliver 
copies to different newspapers? 

Maybe a news agency acquired the 
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THE LOG OF  
H.M.A. 

R34 
JOURNEY TO AMERICA AND 

BACK 
BY 

AIR-COMMODORE  
E. M. MAITLAND 

C.M.G., D.S.O., A.F.C.,  
ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Maitland’s 
medals: CMG, 

DSO, AFC  

“there is always 
a feeling of utter 
loneliness  
directly one 
loses sight of the 
ground.” 
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General Maitland took with 
him on the voyage a copy of 
Rudyard Kipling’s short story 
With The Night Mail. In it the 
author  envisages a time when 
airships are commonplace and 
deliver the world’s post. 

The extract here is a remark-
able description for someone 
who had never flown. 

they were good quality.  

The New York Fire Department 
Museum didn’t know about these 
gifts. Damon Campagna said,  

In the first newsletter we asked if 
anyone still had one of the propel-
ling pencils given to the crew by 
the New York Fire Department. 

A response came from Ken Gray 
in Orkney, the grandson of crew 
member James Gray. So we now 
have a picture and one of a Statue 
of Liberty lamp, probably picked 
up as a souvenir.  

The pencils came from Tiffanys, so 

We Got a Picture of One of Those Pencils 

Kipling Story 
Captain Hodgson opens the great colloid underbody-
porthole through which I watch million-lighted London 
slide eastward as the gale gets hold of us. The first of the 
low winter clouds cuts off the well-known view and dark-
ens Middlesex. On the south edge of it I can see a postal 
packet's light ploughing through the white fleece. For an 
instant she gleams like a star ere she drops toward the 
Highgate Receiving Towers. "The Bombay Mail," says 
Captain Hodgson, and looks at his watch. "She's forty 
minutes late." 

“Roosevelt Field is not part of New York 
City. It is located in neighboring Nassau 
County, which would have been quite 
rural at the time. Charles Lindburgh’s 
1927 transatlantic flight was from there. 
Most likely the military would have main-
tained fire protection at the airstrip, but 
perhaps FDNY was called in because of 

the importance of the craft and  
concerns of hydrogen explosion.” 

(Left) One of the  
pencils presented to 

the R34 crew. 
(Above) A Statue of 

Liberty lamp 

The airship films, including 
The Hindenburg, The Red 
Tent and Zeppelin, have  
inspired stirring music. 
 
The pick of these is Ennio 
Morricone’s score for The 
Red Tent (1969). 
 
This was a Russian/Italian 
co-production about the 
mission to rescue Umberto 
Nobile and other survivors 
of the Italia airship.  

David Shire’s score for The 
Hindenburg is also worth a 
listen. 
 
Other pieces of interest in-
clude Herbert Howell’s Rhap-
sody No. 3 for Organ in C 
sharp minor. This was said to 
have been composed during a 
Zeppelin raid. 
 
Then there is Goldbeater’s 
Skin by Arthur Jarvinen and 
The Last Blue Zeppelin, for 
French Horn and Cello, by 
Meyer Kupferman. 

The Memphis Blues was 
one of the jazz records 

played aboard the R34 as 
she crossed the Atlantic 



The Air League of the British Empire commissioned Lynn Chadwick to 
produce a memorial to commemorate the R34 airship for Heathrow 
airport. Unfortunately, although approved by the Committee 
in July 1958, it aroused the fury of, among others, the Guild of Air 
Pilots and Air Navigators, and strong opposition to it was led by 
Lord Brabazon of Tara, who dubbed Chadwick’s work ‘a diseased 
haddock’ and succeeded in forcing its withdrawal by the Air 
League. The sculpture was cast in bronze in an edition of four, and 
one is sited at Spoleto, another at the Colby College Bixler Art and 
Music Center, Waterville, Maine. 

 

 Lynn Chadwick CBE 

The Lynn Chadwick Sculpture 

Airship Weekends 
 
Airship history is the theme of a new tourism initiative 
by Diss Museum. 
In partnership with the Pulham Pennoyer Centre and the 
Park Hotel, the museum is promoting airship weekends. 
These will begin in Spring 2014 and will feature talks, 
presentations, films, tours and food. 
Guests will arrive for a Saturday morning presentation 
by an airship author, followed by lunch and a visit to Diss 
Museum. 
A tour of airship sites at Pulham, including the Pennoyer 
Centre, will follow with presentations and films there 
and  back at the hotel. 
In the evening there will be a re-creation of one of the 
celebratory meals given for the R34 airship, the first 
double conqueror of the Atlantic, with an in-role 
speaker. 
On the Sunday morning there is an optional walking tour 
of Diss. 
Guests pay the hotel for the dinner, overnight stay and 
breakfast, plus £20 to the museum for the talks, lunch, 
tours and film. 
People who do not want to stay overnight may pay just 
£20, plus extra to the hotel if they want to stay for the 
dinner. 

Diss Museum manager Basil Abbott said, "This will  
create interest and help lead up to a 2019 centenary  
commemoration of the R34 airship which came back to 
Pulham."  The events are subject to change, as they are 
still in the planning stage. 
For further information phone (01379) 650618, email  
dissmuseum@lineone.net or see www.disscommunity.net 


