
and are keen to take part 
again.   

 Research goes on. We-
have built up a huge  

collection of material for 
interim displays and 
events, including an air-
ship weekend in Diss and 
Pulham in May 2014. 

A whole year has flashed 
by since we began to plan 
for the 2019 celebration 
of the R34 airship. 

We have spent seven 
years planning projects 
before now; and they are 
all way in the past. 

You have to regard it as 
now. Then you build up a 
momentum; and get  

people used to the idea 
that the project is going 
to happen. 

Later this year lighting 
designer Jim Laws will 
travel to Scotland to carry 
out a feasibility study. 

 

The idea is for a laser-lit, 
high tech production in 
the hangar at East Fortune 

Inspired by the R34’s  

double Atlantic crossing. 

We would also present it 
in Diss Corn Hall. 

Jim Laws points out that, 
by 2019, technology will 
have changed utterly. So 
we may have effects that 
we have not yet dreamed 
of. 

The Adam Smith College 
at Kirkaldy have previ-
ously worked with the 
National Museum of Flight 

 

 

One Year Nearer 

Another glimpse of the script in progress 
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The R34 Adventure 
S U M M E R  2 0 1 3  N U M B E R  3  

We are so laden with good luck charms that we might have to jettison a few to cross the 
Dumbarton Hills. One Officer has one of his wife’s silk stockings around his neck. (Good-
natured jeers from crew.)  I won’t embarrass him by naming him. We are well provided for 
our voyage. We have the usual bread, beef, ham, eggs, Horlicks, Oxo, Nestles milk, Bovril, 
assorted jams, eight boxes of toffee and 36 lbs of chocolate. We have 55 lbs of potatoes and 
45 boxes of Fruitarian cake. There is, of course, no smoking aboard. (Good-natured groans.) 
But we have stocked up with chewing gum. (More good-natured groans.) We also have a 
gramophone and all the latest jazz tunes to keep up morale. You all know that Alcock and 
Brown have beaten us to the first Atlantic crossing. (Good-natured boos.) And £10,000. 
(More boos.) But we are going the other way and coming back again. (Cheers.) We won’t 
have their following wind on the way there. But we do have the cyclates. They blow anti-
clockwise and create an east-west wind, even when we are flying westward against the pre-
vailing wind. We have 500 pairs of hands to help walk the ship out early tomorrow morning. 
As we set out on this momentous voyage, remember the R34’s motto, Pro Patria Volans, Fly-
ing For My Country, and the East Fortune air station’s motto, Fortune Favours the Brave. 
(Cheers.) 

The R34’s Commanding Officer addresses the crew 

See Newsletter  
No. 1 for another 
extract 

The distinctive nose of 
Concorde at East Fortune 



P A G E  2  

Kay Remembers the R33 

Memorial at Pulham 

Message from Spitsbergen 
The first European museum to 
respond to our project was 
the one at Spitsbergen. 

There they commemorate the 
polar flights of the America, 
Norge and Italia. 

Ingunn Loyning said that they 
were well aware that the 
Norge and Italia had visited 
Pulham on their way north. 

 

The museum opened in Inter-
national Polar Year 2008.  
 
That was the 80th anniversary 
of the Italia tragedy and of the  

birth of Roald Amundsen. It 
was also 30 years since the 
death of Umberto Nobile.  
 
The website says that the 
museum strives to reach as 
wide a public as possible, with 
an educational program for 
schools regarding Arctic ex-
ploration and an international 
network of contacts. 
 
We would like to create an 
educational project involving 
children in Europe and Amer-
ica. The link with Spitsbergen 
could be the start of this. 
 

 

We told the Airship Heritage 
Trust , via Giles Camplin at 
Dirigble magazine, and began 
to find out about costs. 

Then Pulham suddenly  

remembered that they  

already had a memorial. It 
was smaller than the others 
but identical and was attached 
to the village sign. 

Ian Brown at East Fortune 
suggested that Pulham should 
have a memorial to the R34. 

The Scottish museum has one 
and there is an identical one 
at the Cradle of Aviation 
Museum on Long Island. 

We put the idea to Pulham 
Pennoyer Centre and they 
were all in favour. 

We quickly told Giles  

Camplin. But  meanwhile the 
Airship Heritage Trust had 
met and voted to help with 
the funding. Oops. 

Maybe Pulham will consider a 
bigger memorial closer to the 
air station site. 

 

towards the mooring mast. 
Somewhere there is a post-
card of the occasion, seen 
by Mrs. Nelson years ago, 
on which you can spot her 
as a five year old in her 
school hat. 
She was born in  
Wilderness Lane, 
Harleston and now lives in 
Maltings Close about 200 
yards away. 
From her window she can 
see an oak tree planted by 
her grandfather for the 
1935 Jubilee. Her earliest 

schooling was in the town 
and later in Switzerland, 
where she also saw  
airships. 
 
In World War Two she 
served in the Wrens in 
Australia. Her husband 
was a prisoner of war in 
Germany. 
 
After the war they lived in 
Germany, Malta, Belgium, 
Hong Kong and Turkey. 

Now in her 90s Mrs. Kay 
Nelson, born 1919,  
remembers her grand-
mother taking her to see 
the R33 airship at Pulham 
in 1925.  
The airship had been  
damaged in a storm, drifted 
across the North Sea but 
struggled back to the  
village.  
She recalls the hundreds of 
people who turned out to 
see and help moor the 
R33; and how amazing the 
giant ship looked coming 

T H E  R 3 4  A D V E N T U R E  

Above: Roald Amundsen on a 
Russian stamp. 
Below: Nobile, Amundsen and the 
Norge airship 



Edmondson’s Chewing Gum 
P A G E  3  N U M B E R  3  

General Maitland’s R34 log 
tells  how chewing gum 
came to the ship’s rescue. 
“2.2 p.m. Engine re-started. A 
small screw on water jacket 
had worked loose, and this has 
been made secure with a piece 
of copper sheeting and the 
entire supply of crew's chew-
ing gum (which was hastily 
chewed first by Engineer 
 Officer and two engineers !) 
We will never be without a 
good supply of this in future, 
and this should be a very good 
and unexpected  

R34 which just 
arrived back 
from America 
before flying off 
again to East 
Fortune. 

A newspaper from April 
1919 suggests that it 
was the R33 rather than 
R34 that was going to be 
first to cross the  

Atlantic. 

Pulham still has greater  

memories  of R33, as it 
was there more than 

 

From the Illustrated London News 

Why Not the R33? 

advertisement for 
Edmondson’s brand of 
chewing gum.” 
So we researched 
Edmondson’s. 
One correspondent said: “I 
think that the factory was 
started by my great-uncle 
 Jonathan Edmondson, born 
in Barrowford near Colne in 
1852. Also working with 
him were my grandfather 
Robert Simpson, and an 
uncle Richard Solomon. I 
think that there were two 
factories, one "Purity Brand 
Works" in Fox Street, and  

one "Toxteth Confectionary 
Works" in Wavertree,  
Liverpool. Family hear-say is 
that  the "Trebor" mints 
name was my grandfather's 
name spelt backwards. 
 
Edmondson's was in Waver-
tree. My two Great Aunts 
worked there before, during 
and after WW2. Sometime 
around or after they retired 
in the 1960s the firm was 
bought out by Barker & 
Dobsons.” 
 
 

 
 

A collector was able  
to supply this diagram of the R34,  

“the Britannia of the Air” 
 that appeared in the  

Illustrated London News  
in July 1919. 



establish this stage of aviation, or 
bring out the success of that par-
ticular project. It was a successful 
venture, not a disaster.” 
“frightening and horrible” 
“distasteful to the majority of the 
people most directly concerned” 
“this horrible two-headed bat” 
“When we first saw the photograph 
we were flabbergasted.” 
“ludicrous” 

In the last newsletter we featured 
the Lynn Chadwick R34 sculpture 
that caused such a stir in the 1950s. 

Since then we have received from 
his granddaughter Sarah Marchant 
the press cuttings reporting the 
impression Chadwick’s work made. 

Here are some of the reactions 
by the aviation establishment 
to this innovative sculpture: 
“sinister and depressing” 
“obscure and inappropriate” 
“not one person in a hundred  
million who saw the thing for the 
first time would have the smallest 
idea of what it was about” 
“resembles a diseased haddock” 
“a two-headed monster of  
portentous aspect” 
“a denizen of the nether regions” 
“this monstrous proposal is an  
outrage” 
“an assymetrical double-headed 
kangaroo-pouched abortion” 
“This piece of sculpture will never 

“like some monstrous two-headed 
bird spread-eagled on a wall” 
“this two-headed stilt-legged  
archaeopteryx”. 
 
Favourable comments were in 
a minority: 
“Instinct with the vitality that all 
pioneering  ventures and great 
works of art must possess.” 
“Frankly I know nothing of modern 
art, but I find this exciting. The Air 
League wanted something uncon-
ventional and modern.” 
“That his latest major work, keyed 
as it is to the new vitality of this 
country (exemplified in the eyes of 
the foreign visitor by the Comets, 
Britannias and Viscounts of London 
Airport), should be rejected in this 
ridiculous fashion is a grave  
misfortune.” 
“Certainly it is objectionable but we 
want something arresting. It is a 
first-rate work of art.” 
 

Primary Business Address 
11 Market Hill 

Diss 

Norfolk IP22 4JZ 

Phone: 01379 650618 

 
E-mail: dissmuseum@lineone.net 

 

Diss Museum - 
See the Diss Community Partnership website 
for previous newsletters 

More About That Sculpture 

Keeper of the Flame 

Following our funding successes earlier 
this year, work has begun in earnest to 
renovate the museum. Major work on 
problems with damp, the roof, gutter-
ing, re-decoration and repair of the 
marble frontage has been taking place.  


